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A third present was to calm the agitated mind; a
fourth, to soothe the feelings of a justly irritated
heart. Most of these gifts consist of porcelain beads,
of shells, and of other things that here constitute
the riches of the country, but which in France would
be considered very poor.

Then followed nine other presents, to erect a
sepulchre for the deceased,—for each gift has its
name: four presents, for the four columns that are
to support the sepulchre; four others, for the cross-
pieces on which the bed of the deceased is to rest;
and a ninth present, to serve him as a bolster.

After that, eight Captains, from the eight nations
that constitute the Huron country, brought each a
present for the eight principal bones in the frame of
the human body,—the feet, the thighs, the arms.

Here their custom compelled me to speak, and to
give a present of about three [131] thousand porce-
lain beads,—telling them that this was to make their
land level, so that it might receive them more gently
when they should be overthrown by the violence of
the reproaches that I was to address to them for
having committed so foul a murder.

On the following day, they erected a kind of stage
in a public place; on this they suspended fifty pres-
ents, which are the principal part of the reparation
and which bear that name. What precedes and what
follows are only accessories.

For a Huron killed by a Huron, they are gener-
ally content with thirty presents; for a woman, forty
are demanded,—because, they say, women cannot
so easily defend themselves; and, moreover, as it is
they who people the country, their lives should be
more valuable to the public, and their weakness



